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MGS/WMU PFAS Symposium 2026
Panel Members

Panelist: Garret Ellison
Bio: Garret Ellison is an award-winning journalist with MLive Media Group whose investigative reporting helped expose the Michigan PFAS contamination crisis. In 2017, Ellison broke the story of the Wolverine Worldwide tannery pollution in Rockford, Mich. Widespread groundwater contamination was revealed in a corporate footwear giant’s hometown and helped launch a statewide reckoning with “forever chemicals.” His sustained coverage informed residents and policymakers, and shaped public understanding of one of Michigan’s most consequential environmental health issues.
As an environmental beat reporter, Ellison has spent more than a decade covering natural resource policy, water quality issues and industrial pollution across Michigan and the Great Lakes. He has spent years documenting the unfolding science, regulatory challenges and human impacts of PFAS in Michigan. His scrutiny of Michigan groundwater withdrawals forced state agencies to re-examine water bottling permits for Nestlé and his reporting on Kalamazoo air quality led to a state public health investigation that resulted in increased monitoring and exposure mitigation in a fenceline community.
Ellison’s reporting has been cited by nonprofit organizations, academic researchers, government agencies and Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer for its rigor and public service value. He has received multiple state and national journalism awards, including recognition from the Michigan Press Association, Associated Press Media Editors, the Society of Environmental Journalists and National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences. In his spare time, Ellison teaches journalism at Western Michigan University and explores the state’s natural features with his wife, Amy, and daughter, Olive.
Panelist: David Harn, CPG
Bio: David Harn is the District Supervisor for EGLE’s Remediation and Redevelopment Division’s Kalamazoo District Office. Dave’s natural affinity for the outdoors and dinosaurs drew him to the field of geology, where he received his bachelor’s degree from Central Michigan University and a master’s degree from the University of Oklahoma. Returning to Michigan, Dave began his career in environmental consulting and then transitioned to the regulatory side with the state of Michigan. As a project manager for the state, Dave has overseen private-party and state-funded investigations and cleanups and was on the front lines and at people’s front doors when the Parchment PFAS water crisis arrived in 2018. Dave now helps his staff navigate even more complicated sites and problems related to PFAS and other contaminants within the Kalamazoo District. In his spare time, Dave can be found enforcing the Laws of the Game at his local AYSO soccer field or bird watching at a nearby nature preserve. 
Panelist: Kristen Hasbrouck, PG, CPG
Bio: Kristen Hasbrouck, PG, CPG, is a hydrogeologist and PFAS specialist with more than 15 years of environmental research and consulting experience, including extensive work on PFAS investigations at private sector and Federal sites. She is Principal Hydrogeologist at Tandem Environmental and a PhD student in geology at Western Michigan University, where her research focuses on PFAS movement through groundwater and improved approaches for understanding contaminant mass transport and discharge.
Panelist: Samantha Pickering
Bio: Samantha Pickering, MPH is the Public and Environmental Health Policy Manager at the Michigan Environmental Council, where she works to advance policies that protect public health and Michigan’s environment. Her work focuses on environmental health policy, including lead-safe housing, microplastics, PFAS, and other emerging contaminants, air quality, and drinking water quality. Samantha holds a Master of Public Health from Wayne State University, with additional training in urban sustainability. She brings a health equity perspective to environmental policy, with a particular interest in translating scientific evidence into effective state-level policy and communicating complex environmental health issues to policymakers and the public.
Panelist: Ian O. Smith, PhD
Bio: Ian joined the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy in 2018, and currently manages the Emerging Contaminants Unit (ECU) in EGLE’s Drinking Water and Environmental Health Division. This group is concerned with addressing contaminants and issues of emerging concern related to Michigan’s public drinking water and source water and has played a primary role in the administration of sampling and data analysis efforts related to these concerns, including a focus on PFAS impact. In 2024, the unit expanded to also focus on source water assessment and protection in Michigan. Ian is a graduate of Michigan State University and, prior to his time with EGLE, spent a decade working as an environmental consultant and research scientist.
Presentation Speakers

Speaker: Jason Wang, PhD
Presentation Title: Coming Soon
Bio:
Speaker: Kristen Hasbrouck, PG, CPG
Presentation Title: Tracking PFAS in Groundwater: Where the Mass is and What We Miss
Bio: Kristen Hasbrouck, PG, CPG, is a hydrogeologist and PFAS specialist with more than 15 years of environmental research and consulting experience, including extensive work on PFAS investigations at private sector and Federal sites. She is Principal Hydrogeologist at Tandem Environmental and a PhD student in geology at Western Michigan University, where her research focuses on PFAS movement through groundwater and improved approaches for understanding contaminant mass transport and discharge.
Speaker: Mert Atilhan, PhD
Presentation Title: Coming Soon
Bio:
Speaker: Matt Reeves, PhD
Presentation Title: What’s in the Foam? PFAS in Michigan Waters and a New Way to Remove It
Bio: Dr. Matt Reeves is a Professor in the Department of Geological and Environmental Sciences at Western Michigan University. Dr. Reeves’ research background broadly encompasses applied and theoretical investigations of fluid flow, heat and solute transport in the environment. His recent research has focused on the fate and transport of contaminants (microplastics, nitrate, PFAS, quaternary ammonium compounds, radionuclides, road salt) and their treatment in engineered and natural systems. He has conducted numerous PFAS investigations involving surface water, groundwater, landfill leachate, wastewater, sludge-biosolids, foam, and tree cores. 
Speaker: Priyanka Sharma, PhD
Presentation Title: Modified Cellulose Adsorbent to tackle the PFAS Impurities
Bio: Dr. Priyanka Sharma is an assistant professor of chemical engineering at Western Michigan University. She received her PhD in Polymer Science and Engineering from the CSIR-National Chemical Laboratory in India. Dr. Sharma completed her postdoctoral training in the Department of Chemistry at Stony Brook University, New York. Her research interest is in developing sustainable ways to modify plant fibers for environmental remediation applications. She is the recipient of the Prince Sultan bin-Abdulaziz International Prize for Water 2020 (The Creativity Prize). She also received the Blavatnik Young Scientist Award 2018 from the New York Academy of Sciences and the National Academic Inventor’s Award (SBU Chapter) 2020. Her current research focuses on sustainably addressing nutrient pollutants and PFAS impurities. 
Speaker: Yan Lu, PhD
Presentation Title: Interactions of PFOS Toxicity and High Light Stress on Plant Growth and Photosynthesis
Bio: Dr. Yan Lu is a professor in the Department of Biological Sciences at Western Michigan University. The Lu Laboratory uses genetic, biochemical and physiological approaches to understand how plants respond to environmental stress and pollutants, such as PFAS. In addition to these environment-related research questions, the Lu Laboratory is interested in protein import and targeting in the chloroplast, the site of photosynthesis. Dr. Lu also serves as the principal investigator of an NSF-funded Research Experiences for Teachers Sites in Biological Sciences (BIORETS) program at WMU. This program provides middle and high school science teachers in Southwest Michigan with authentic research experience and transformative curricular improvement and professional development opportunities.
Speaker: Sara Pearson, CPG
Presentation Title: Private Wells and PFAS: What Testing Means and What You Can Do Next
Bio: Sara Pearson is the Director of the Michigan Geological Survey at Western Michigan University and a professional geologist with more than 34 years of experience in government, private industry, and academic settings. Her work has focused on hydrogeology, groundwater protection, environmental investigation, geologic mapping, and the use of subsurface data to support sound decision-making.
Prior to joining Western Michigan University, Sara held leadership roles with the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy, where her work included applied environmental geology and groundwater-related programs. She is also active nationally through the American Institute of Professional Geologists, including serving as National President and National Ethics Chair.
Sara holds an M.S. in Earth Science with a hydrogeology focus from Western Michigan University and a B.S. in Geography and Environmental Studies from Aquinas College. She brings a practical, science-based perspective to groundwater contamination issues, emphasizing reliable data, professional judgment, and protection of Michigan’s water resources.
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